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way.

t hat g u i d e l i ne .

S ENATOR HARRIS: With their social security b enef i t s ,
combined with their benefits from the retirement system,
they are b e l ow $4 ,000 a ye a r on t h e av e r a g e .

SENATOR SMITH: Okay, so that is actually considered to be
below pover t y '?

SENATOR HARRIS: Below poverty level, yes.

SENATOR SMITH: Okay, then that makes them eligible for
other kinds of benefits. . .ass i s t ance p r og r ams. Okay. My
concern is that other than the other things that people have
b een say in g h e re t ha t i f we g i v e t h em t h i s i ncrease t h e n
what would you think this would bring them up to, by the
w ay? Do you h ave a f i gu r e ?

SENATOR HARRIS: It would help. I t woul d h e lp .

SENATOR SMITH: But you don't know what that would be?

SENATOR HARRIS: Right offhand I don't know what the total
figure would be, but it would help them somewhat. I t i s n ot
the total answer because, obviously, they still h ave a
problem. It is just trying to address the problem in some

SENATOR SMITH: Okay, my concern is I worked with aging
programs for nearly eight years, and I 'm aware o f a lo t o f
e lder l y p e o p l e o u t there that are, what we call , t he g rou p
that falls between the cracks, those people that are j us t
above the income guidelines to receive benefits or
assistance, and am more concerned that you may be placing
t hem in a p osi t i on where t he y wi l l ac t u a l l y b e rece i v i n g
less assistance if we pass t hi s b ec a u s e t h e y won't be
e l i g i b l e f o r ot h e r k i n d s o f t h i ng s then, if they fall above

S ENATOR HARRIS: Bec a u s e of the special situation w ith t h e
Depression " ears t a k e n into account, when their s alar i e s
were d.-: reased, these people just can't reach that problem
level unless they have other income that they have coming

SENATOR SMITH: That's not what I'm...I'm not. . .see , I ' m
t r y i n g t o t el l you t h at i t c ou l d be possible that we may be
creating a bigger problem for them by doing this for them
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